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Chapter 4  Economy

Australia’s changing economic structure 
The Australian economy has undergone several stages of transition in its modern history. Each stage has had  
distinct implications for its cities, their economic makeup and the urban structure and form built to serve that stage. 
A high-level historical overview of these periods of economic transition provides valuable context to understanding 
the current state of the economy and its possible future direction. It is important to acknowledge that our cities still 
maintain layers of urban structures from economic periods now past.

Figure 4.5 illustrates the historical transition of the Australian economy by depicting the relative shares of GDP 
produced by 4 selected export-oriented industries over the 20th and early 21st century.

Figure 4.5 Industry share of total Australian Gross Domestic Product, selected industry sectors, 
1901–2013
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The Australian economy before World War II was heavily reliant on agriculture, forestry and fishing industries. This 
sector accounted for between 20 and 30 per cent of national income, with fluctuations based on global agriculture 
markets and domestic climatic conditions. The sector saw a large spike in 1951 (due to a wool boom brought about 
by the Korean War), but since then the sector’s share of national income has been dwarfed by growth in other 
sectors, and the role of cities in Australia’s economy has expanded.

Figure 4.5 also illustrates the pronounced rise, then fall, of manufacturing over the last 100 years.

The rapid industrialisation that commenced around the time of Australian federation, continued in the inter-war  
years and accelerated during World War II, saw a substantial increase in the importance of manufacturing to 
national GDP before it peaked in the initial phases of the long post-World War II boom. At its peak, manufacturing 
accounted for almost 30 per cent of Australia’s GDP. In cities, this economic growth saw the suburbanisation of 
jobs, with large-scale automobile, textile and other manufacturing industries set up under protectionist policies. As 
these policies were gradually wound back and the process of globalisation took hold, the share of GDP generated in 
the manufacturing industry sector has steady declined since the 1960s.

Alongside a sustained period of growth in business services, the impact of the resources boom, especially in the 
last decade, is also evident (Figure 4.5). 
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Brimbank Melton LLEN - Industry Dashboard
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Industry Life-Cycle Growth 
2010-2015

Growth 
2015-2020

Revenue 
Change 

2015-2016

Change in 
Establishments 

2016-2016

Change in 
Enterprises 
2015-2016

Change in 
Employment 
2015-2016

Change in 
Exports 

2015-2016

Change in 
Imports 

2016-2016

Change in 
Wages 

2015-2016

C2299 - Fabricated Metal Product Mfg. Declining -2.3 0.5 1.8 0.9 0.7 -0.3 2.4 0.6 2.2

C2311 - Motor Vehicle Mfg. Declining -1.5 -28.1 -2.9 -3.2 -2.8 -1.3 -5.1 2.9 -1.5

E3011 - House Construction, Declining -1.5 1.4 1.5 0.6 0.6 1.1 N/A N/A 1.8

E3211 - Land Development and 
Subdivision Mature 1.7 1.4 5.4 1.1 1.0 2.2 N/C N/C 3.4

G4111 - Supermarkets and Grocery 
Stores Mature 3.8 2.2 2.5 1.8 0.3 1.2 N/A N/A 1.5

G4260 - Department Stores Mature -0.9 -3.2 -1.2 1.7 1.4 0.9 N/C N/C 1.2

I4610 - Road Freight Transport Mature 2.4 2.9 0.6 -0.1 0.4 2.1 N/A N/A 3.2

I5309 - General Warehousing and Cold 
Storage Mature 1.8 1.9 2.3 -0.2 -0.5 0.3 N/A N/A 1.6
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Gross Regional Product Ranked by LLEN 2014
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Changes in Regional Worker Productivity 2012 -14 

• Of the seventy-nine [79] Local Government Areas in Victoria, sixty-seven [67] showed an 
INCREASE in Worker Productivity between the 2012 and 2014 [Big improvement from 2011-12] 

• The Victorian average change was an increase of $4,371 

• Only four [4] LLENs showed a combined average DECREASE in Worker Productivity. These 
are: 

1. South Gippsland Bass Coast LLEN - $9,610 

2. Hume Whittlesea LLEN - $1,645 

3. Brimbank Melton LLEN - $1,414 

4. Highlands LLEN - $1,269

National Institute of Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR)©, 2013/14. | WhaleSongServicesBrimbank Melton Local Learning and Employment Network Inc



Average Change in Worker Productivity by LLEN 2012-2014
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Gross Regional Product Compared by LGA - 2014
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Gross Regional Product Compared by LGA - 2014 [Melbourne excluded]
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Change in Gross Regional Product by LGA 2012-2014
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Regional Worker Productivity Ranked by LLEN - 2014

Total Regional Worker Productivity
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Regional Worker Productivity by LGA - 2014 
Wellington
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Change in Local Jobs by LLEN - 2012-2014

National Institute of Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR)©, 2013/14. | WhaleSongServices
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Change in % of Local Jobs by LGA 2011-2013
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Change in % of Local Jobs by LGA 2012-2014
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Business Numbers Change by LGA 2012-2014

National Institute of Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR)©, 2013/14 | WhaleSongServices
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Business Numbers ranked by LLEN 2014*

National Institute of Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR)©, 2013/14. | WhaleSongServices* Excludes 3 LLEN
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Actual Business Change  2012-2014*

National Institute of Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR)©, 2013/14. | WhaleSongServices* Excludes 3 LLEN

-4,000

-3,000

-2,000

-1,000

0

1,000

Ba
ny

ul
e 

Ni
llu

m
bi

k 
LL

EN

Ba
w 

Ba
w 

La
tro

be
 L

LE
N

Ba
ys

id
e 

G
le

n 
Ei

ra
 K

in
gs

to
n 

LL
EN

Br
im

ba
nk

 M
el

to
n 

LL
EN

Ca
m

pa
sp

e 
Co

hu
na

 L
LE

N

Ce
nt

ra
l G

ra
m

pi
an

s 
LL

EN

Fr
an

ks
to

n 
M

or
ni

ng
to

n 
Pe

ni
ns

ul
a 

LL
EN

G
at

ew
ay

 L
LE

N

G
ip

ps
la

nd
 E

as
t L

LE
N

G
le

ne
lg

 a
nd

 S
ou

th
er

n 
G

ra
m

pi
an

s 
LL

EN

G
ol

dfi
el

ds
 L

LE
N

G
ou

lb
ur

n 
M

ur
ra

y 
LL

EN

Hi
gh

la
nd

s 
LL

EN

Hu
m

e 
W

hi
ttl

es
ea

 L
LE

N

In
ne

r E
as

te
rn

 L
LE

N

In
ne

r N
or

th
er

n 
LL

EN

M
ar

ib
yr

no
ng

 a
nd

 M
oo

ne
e 

Va
lle

y 
LL

EN

M
ur

ra
y 

M
al

le
e 

LL
EN

NE
 T

RA
CK

S 
LL

EN

No
rth

 C
en

tra
l L

LE
N

No
rth

 E
as

t L
LE

N

No
rth

er
n 

M
al

le
e 

LL
EN

O
ut

er
 E

as
te

rn
 L

LE
N

Sm
ar

t G
ee

lo
ng

 R
eg

io
n 

LL
EN

So
ut

h 
Ea

st
 L

LE
N

So
ut

h 
G

ip
ps

la
nd

 B
as

s 
Co

as
t L

LE
N

So
ut

h 
W

es
t L

LE
N

W
yn

Ba
y 

LL
EN

751

-317
-138-242

-42

-1,445

-134-201
-66-46-73

-385
-257

6313
178

-271

70

-32-159

-3,322

-465

-53-136
-378

-743

-183
-342

Brimbank Melton Local Learning and Employment Network Inc



Percentage Business Change* 2012-2014
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